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ENGLISH MARTYRS CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
Diocese of Westminster 

Homework Policy  

 
Mission Statement:  ‘We are special people on a journey, growing and learning together, in 
search of excellence, as we follow in the footsteps of Jesus.’ 
 
Community Prayer:  “Let us pray for one another, no matter what our culture, nationality, 
disability or gender, let us all be one in His name.” 
 
Aims: If we believe, we will achieve success. 

 
 

 
Introduction 
 
As a Unicef Rights Respecting School, English Martyrs has adopted the UN Convention on the Rights of 
the Child (CRC).  

 Article 5…all families have the responsibility to direct and guide their children so that they 
grow and learn to use their rights properly.  

 Article 29: education should develop each child’s personality and talents to the full. 
 Article 30: children have a right to learn 

 
At English Martyrs school we believe that homework plays a positive role in raising children’s level of 
attainment and in developing children’s skills as independent learners. It also helps children to develop 
good work habits for the future.  
We believe homework should be meaningful and manageable for children, parents and teachers. 
Occasionally it will take the form of investigating concepts or researching new topics that will be covered 
in class. 
 
Aims and objectives 
Homework is: 

 A means by which a child can see just how much he/she understands and can achieve without 
the support of their peers and teachers. 

 A useful way to extend, develop and reinforce the learning of concepts or skills taught earlier in 
class 

 A means by which parents can become actively involved in their child’s education 
 A tool to encourage children to foster good independent work habits by instilling self-discipline 

and self-motivation. 
 
Homework is set as follows: 
Every child in the school has a Reading Record book, parents are asked to listen to their child read every 
night and record an appropriate comment about their child’s appreciation / understanding of the text.  
Older pupils are encouraged to keep their own record of their daily reading, however their parents need 
to check their reading record book and sign it at least once each week to encourage and support their 
child and also inform the school. 
 
Foundation Stage (Nursery and Reception) 
Reading and counting activities and games. 



 

Homework Policy   September 2017 

 
 
Key Stage One (Years 1 and 2) and Key Stage Two (Years 3 – 6) 
Daily reading, weekly spellings / vocabulary exercises, Religious Education and Mathletics 
Class teachers will provide information of additional homework exercises in termly newsletters.  
 
Homework is marked according to the general school marking policy.  
If a child is absent for a prolonged period due to illness or other unavoidable circumstances, parents can 
request homework from the class teacher.  
Teachers are not obliged to set homework if parents take their children on unauthorised holidays during 
term time and parents are advised to use the examples above to provide activities for their child.  
 
The role of pupils 
 
Pupils must take responsibility for their homework; ensure that they have the appropriate work, 
complete all exercises to the required standard and return exercises to teachers on time. 
Pupils who fail to complete homework may be required to catch up on homework exercises during 
lunchtime sessions. 
 
The role of parents 
 
We ask parents to encourage their child to complete the homework tasks that are set. We invite them to 
help their children as and when they feel it to be necessary and to provide an environment that allows 
children to do their best. Parents can support their child by providing the necessary tools for studying ie 
dictionary / thesaurus, pencils, supervised internet access, regular access to a local library / Ideas Store 
and generally taking an interest in the work that their child is doing. 
Where possible teachers will provide suitable London Grid for Learning- lgfl or other suitable website 
links for pupils’ home study.  
Parents should inform teachers if children have no computer access at home or internet access so 
alternative arrangements can be made. 
 
Monitoring and review 
 
It is the responsibility of our governing body to agree and then monitor the school homework policy. 
This is carried out by the Standards Committee of the governing body that deals with curriculum issues. 
 
This policy will be reviewed regularly. 
 


